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The Washington County Transportation Futures Study evaluated 
lo ng-term transportation strategies and investments needed to sustain 
t he Cou nty's economic health and quality of life for decades to come. 
Funded by the Or·egon Legisl ature in 2013, the Study assumed the 
County 's Transportation System Plan (TSP) was implemented and 
looked further into th e future, focusing on longer-term land use and 
t ra ns po r· ta tion challenges and opportunities. 

• Become more diverse 
• Exceeded growth expectations 
• Adopted land use plans consistent 

with state and regional goals 
• Implemented transportation funding 

strategies 

The Study offers in sight into transportation needs and comparisons 
betw ee n policy cho ices on how to meet future travel needs. This is a 
study, not a pla n. It will help decision-makers inform regional, county 
and loca l plans and prio r ities. 

• Expanded roadway, transit, bicycle 
and pedestrian networks 

• Seen decreases in vehicle miles 
traveled per capita. 

The flltLwe of Washing ton Cou nty 
Population & Employment 

Ttw Cnunty w il l be denser with m o re people per 
,,qu:• · ~- mile than Po r· tianc: has tod ay. I n 40- 50 
yea··~ NP ,:::,.n expect: 

• A 40 -55% increase in population. A 40% increase in 
po pulation is the equivalent of another Hillsboro, 
Beaverton and Tigard combined. 

• Downtown Beaverton, Tanasbourne, Tigard Triangle 
and other ce nters will continue to develop into a mix of 
reside ntia l, employment and commercial uses. 

• A decl ine in veh icle miles traveled per· person. The 
number w ill be less than in 20 I 0. 

• A 100-145% increa se in employment. 
• Em ployment growth to be focused on Hillsboro, Hwy 

2 17 corridor and southern Washington County. 
• More da il y tr ips w ill be coming into the County than 

o ut o f th e County. The share of daily trips within the 
Co unty w ill also increase. 
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Wash,ngton County Trend Scenario Package A 

Traffic 

More peopl e and mo r e jobs resuir ~· in rnorE-· t ,·i J, 

Traffic in 2055 w ill be worse even w ith ch:u-·1:> ·, ir· 
how we travel . We're antic ipating. 

• Transit, walking and bicycle trips wi ll inc rea se at a fas ter· 
rate than auto trips. However, a 50% increa se rn people 
traveling by vehicle will result in about 3 mill ion ve hic le 
trips per day. 

• Increased congestion throughout the day, espec ially 
on freeways and at regional access points. N one of the 
Study's transportation options will eliminate or· even 
reduce vehicle delays to today 's levels . 

• Congestion on major roads which will create more 
cut-through traffic on local roads . 

• Traffic delays will more than double compared to today. 
• Delays of freight traffic to increase over four-fold due 

to more trucks on the road and their dependen ce o n 
the most congested freeways and roads. 

• Improvements in bicycle. pedestrian, transit, 
highway and roads, smart technology and dema nd 
management are needed to meet increa sed travel 
demands. 



W hat we lea rned 
Three investment packages, three policy directions 

The Study analyzed hundreds of transportation investment options and projects to address future travel needs. Option s 
were organized into three packages that represent different policy directions. Each package includes significant investments 
in roads, transit, bicycling and walking facilities, smart technology and programs to reduce vehicle trips. 

• Package A: Continuation of current policies and planned investments with additional investments in transit and demand 
management. 

• Package B: Extension of current policies, with a focus on improving major roads (arterials). 

• Package C : Beyond current policies focusing on the regional system by adding capacity on throughways, new roads and 
new transit facilities . 

~AJO~)\OADS (~RTERIALS) · = 
. . . 

Widening existing arteria ls/ adding passing l~neS;· access 
management, and ·improving'co}iiiectiori's' between arterials: 
./ Can reduce traffic ·delay by 5% 
./ Can improve sa:fety . 
./ Can shift traffic.out of .neighbor~o·ods 

./ New ·arterial connections-· - such as connecting 
arterials for a route ar6und C66pei-' Molihtain·between 
Roy Rogers and Cornelius Pass roads south of TV Hwy 
- could reduce traffic on adjacent arterials, such ?,S 
175th, up to 20%. 

x Cornelius P~ss Road' remains th.~oniy·aiternatiye 
to US 26/1 -40.5 and 1-5 for trips to the airpbrt1tndl ".S 
North. Even if it ~ere four lanes, the demand for thi's 
route is expected to 'exceed capacity~and ifltrease the 
need for safety improvements. 

X Traffic on arterials-will increase in urban centers. 
Slower traffic speeds anc!· il)stalling·mor.e crossings and 
sidewalks,can promote walkability and improve safety, 
but would reduce vehicle capacity through these·areas. 

. . ... ·- . 
BIK'.l°NG AND WALKING 

Bicycling and p~d,estrfan tri~s c6_uld':d6~~ ,~-by,:2Ms as 
urban areas develop. Planr,,ed investin,ent$ ~oul.d complete 
bike/pedestrian improvements on 60% of the County's 
major roads by 2035. 
./ With I 00% of County ro~ds complete with t>ic;ycle and 

pedest rian facil ities, 80% o'f hqu_sehold.s will be within a 
quar ter-mile of bicycle lanes ancf sidewalks~. . 

X Increased traffic congestion could ' make bicyclists and 
pedestrians feel less safe . 

./ "Complete streets" with bike lanes and sidewalks and 
trai ls can improve traveler safety. 

NEW ROADS : ... · .. ·,,._.-_ ·. ··:·-,:~-~1:t~:1r.~~11:>1N 
... ' . ,I :. "'~}.;., • .... ·1:::i:.~-·t:.·~~ 

·lncre~selo;~1 ~~ti ,ex~1~ra~:'_ •. -
./ Na-rth~£utii rc5'a<cis:-fi'gtie~n~t3s 26·· 99W· and ,f-5 

Rbith . 

Ai'ri&Rhe¥Wcbfi'n~cf~f.;l-',t4riheled ·between US 26 
and US~30 With-a o~itfge<:a~6fs'theWillamette>River to 
C6furnt5ia Blvd·wd&td: - · 
./ Attract:60%<ifthe -'trucki::rafffc ·on·US 26 through the 

tunnel 
./ Re~~:<ce fraffig on ;u.s.-;~t 'i{-4QS and 1-5 through Portland 
,/· Sfi"6rt"eri'rtf.o'c:Wtr, ps .a'nc:f'frnprove access to industrial . 

ariasfa'"rt,r 1:.s· Ndrt'fi--. ·, · 
./ Retfuc~'traffic on 0:,fnelius Pass and Germantown 

.roa8s, · 

A limiti!ci ~cc~ss crJad:'o~iweeri US 26 at Hillsboro and 
I-S/l :20Sat WiJsorivilf'e-w6 uld: 
./ • RedudN6tu~~~\fe'fifcfe\t raffk'delay 
v" 'Shifnfaffii'.-frohfadjaceht-roads, such as TV Hwy, 

Hwy -2f<J-arrd lt5cai rbads 
./ Ail1bw tiik·ofe,'cf~t.iJ1g:~6ad's' fo'r farm and local traffic 
./ Have higlter-traffit '-voiu'miHh the urban area: than it 

WObld (>(!l~ide4't'ff,f lif_~1i-h'G fowtli' Boundary. 

Faster~ peecls· '.on· tfte··hew roadways would: 
./ A-ttract. traffic 
X lntreas~'V,ehi'c:le':trips>,,-
X lncrease :safetyYf!sks. ·' 

Co~-~tt'!~!81'\_~f<i~~foiciif w8~t&m~an: 
X 1!tefr~as_eo~cenvir6fnnental and 'comrffunity impact s 
X l."1R~~tS,:J~ 'lfatqral ;:~agfib .iltural and:developed 

corn'"ihu~iti'es. 

Mor~~i;~j~_$,~'.hq: tfigtiways could ~ean: 
x in~r~asea":v~tti~!~ ,us~ . . . 
X lnf~i~e~ gr,~~~'.ljp j;[~e :gas::~fi,issions 
./ lmprovid<ailqo11iifdue ·-tbfieduced delays. 



Relative' Costs 
The price of the future 

The cost of studied investments could range from: 

• $11 billion to build out the major urban streets with 
bike lanes and sidewalks on both sides of the street and 
implement enhanced transit services 

• $14 billion for enhancing our existing roads 
• $26 billion to build new roadways, added freeway lanes 

and transit in exclusive right-of-way. 

These investments would cost more than planned 
resources could fund. 

PROGRAMS TO REDUCE VEHICLE TRIPS · ... - . ., .. 

Policje~;a~d_j{t4:ir.a:~§; 1:hi¥ ~f~t?.Jra{#dhf~f~i:~~;ne'~nd · 
that0 enco1.fr:ag~·biking;:~~~,~_i ri~:':!1t:<t~r.ansii·hse ·~~n: 

_.,, lncreasenon-aut9·_:4~f py s_tWc0Jn '.~ity ,ce11Eers 
./ Reduce the .number tf{~enid~sf partichft}Ty. when 

congestion is high. 

Pricing, either through,toll lan~s on.fre'eways or nevi'foad-
user charges, couli:I: _ _ 
./ Reduce hours· travele'c(by-"··1S%'or::more; if implemented 

with higher charges·:ilp~ak pefiods . . 

Demand for(t:_r~i~~i"tJn'W,as'1i'n~~tci1:t·C0u~~Y could r-almost 
triple by· 20~5:·Jra~~ibt~i~no.-;P6rtl~nd .will •m6're.·than 
double,· iniproving:an) dh¥6fi'ative"to-the mos_t ~ong~ted 
routes. lmplemen"iii1i";;~*iiiir1fregional rservice --expansfon 
plans is not enough to meet this demand. The following 
investments can help: \ 

./ Increased bus and light rail service 

./ MAX trains running every six minutes or better in the 
US 26 and the 1-5 corridors 

./ Faster light rail service and mote park and riqes, Which 
could increase demand for transit up to 20% between 
Hillsboro and Portland 

./ With planned servic-e.jmproy_~m~nt:s, '.oR0%. ,of. hqus~holds 
'. .~ ,.., ' .• ,);-":";.':. -•• :: .. --., _:':'>., .... ~!.>:..i ~'.: .. i ' ;,.>:.-. : -. . . - ,--~-

will be within·-a ,qu"r.t~r~ttule_tof:·p:an'sit. -- ' 
... ·-. . ~-·._,- -~- ,·~- ~-,-~---- ._.~::·. ',-·- .- . . -:.~ -,,. ·,'. "'..:'./~-

x Busgs will experieitci"if:fff~">s'a'm-e?c~'ngesti15ri~'fev,els~ ~"' 
other vehides-, uot:es~nves'fii'i?h$:ihattj5:ti15'rlt"fz~li~es 
are made. - - ,. · · ·> 
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Improvement 
Costs of the 
Investment 
Packages 

• Bicycle-Pedestrian 

• Transit 

• Arterials 

• Regional Highways 

-. · ·.-\_.- ·./="~·-\.-~(~ ·,,;{-~~~'"~ ::r~ .. ~tJ_~:~~~it i?{~~,rx=-~::~~ -:.-· . -~.:-
Freeways·.(1.:5, tJS26, tJi:iD'.gja;n·a .fl~f'+ll) 'will se·e. the worst 
coiigestion-in:trWas'et Wrtl'.i!').lit_~.ffi~l:b~~fiients'; tjel~ys will 
i nci-eas"e'-througlfotit~};~f ifih~~ir/i1iilWiIT-r~;iu It in cut-
through t'i-arfic·. ! • • . . :, .' ~.- ·• ... :,c: '-°·. . . . 

Adding'a ·-la;_ne;.i~ ea~fr4'i_,iii1~11:,9n tt-ieseireeways an·d 
managi.ng,t~~se:.lapes:f~~ frqcks;:-~~lEis:inl Kigh-occu pancy 
vehicles (HOV)_ could: 

./ Reduce truck delays' ujf'fo<SO%·cfoe·fo exclusive truck 

l~nes . '. . ., ' . ' ' .. ;_ .. - , 
../. lnc"iea-se. tar-,edoling· .. .?:'::_:: > · 
x R~stilt ·in ne~l!r~jsfr.f i:1p, ev"e·r{ tffi'n<(1hiilif1:o 

•=fow-·1:raYi'slttti'aitt s · · · · 
X Requi;e "rnt,~ta~sj~efaanagement, such as tolling, to 

cr:eate;:additioriatlravef;time sfv'rligs:in the added lanes. 

Faster· ~peeds":-Ari~'ihe:.:.add~d laries-would: 
x Increase thtH·6t:al'iicifo6er of vehicle miles traveled 
X Increase_ crash risk- . 
x Contribtite'~<fgf~enl'i6\ISe .gas emissions, unless 

mitigat~a by.'.if.fer in~:f.liM11er' vehicles. · 
. 't - • 

Smart·tectinolb"gy sud, as self,;cfriving cars could: 
./ Allow vehicles to_travel more closely together, allowing 

more cars to . use the same road 
./ Reduce cortgestiothincf er-ashes a.ri"f! ·r~lated del4ys 
x Create more:~ ooges'ti6rHf tl:ie''nlfrnber ofvehicles on 

th~r-oads irfo~ea's'e: '- ·, . 

WCT ranspor tation Futures .org 



Key Takeaways 
• The need for investment: Future population and employment 

growth means traffic con·gestiori: will more·than double. Delays for 
trucks will quadruple. Witholit rpajor investments in .oriving, walking; .,, "' 
bicycling and transit, traffideveJl wili'l:,e much worse·than to1:laf 

• Transit: Transit-demarid,will~frjp.le'.,by 20.~5~ lncrea:se_d MAX 
frequency, more bus and:'sh~ttle~type·service; faster 
service and better station.actess0.Wi11 ,be; needed to ttl~et 
increased intra-county ~~cfi~'te~ c:ictritf:t:,.alisit dema.nds. 

• Major Roads: Many arteri~ls wiU~6~~ o~~r :~pacity 
by 2055. Widening existing arterials and improving 
connectivity can improve'.'safety'ini:lf~lleviate'·'som-e " 
congestion, but cannot meet traffic · demani::ls . 

• New Roadways: North-south roads betw¢eo the 1-5/ 
Wilsonville area and US 26 and between US 26 and 
US 30 are expected to be over capacity by fO55. Two 
roadways were modeled: A limitei:l~atcess road between Hillsboro 
and Wilsonville, and a "northern· corfhed:or" between US 26 and 
North Portland . Both could sigfiificaritlyredoce traffic on adjacent 
streets and freeways and improve freight travel, but both have adverse 
environmental and land-use impacts. 

• Freeways: Freeways will see the wo-rst congestion. Add,ng,1~-Q~;""-· .,,:,·,'f 
beyond those planned·in ,each dite2~i6h o'n 1~5 .. Us 26, l-i6s,¼~~~J1~'t%~ 
217 could help redu~e delays, if t~~: added lane is for exdusive -use·J:>y. . 
trucks, bus and HOV vehicles. Tolling o.r. other strategies may be n_eed_ed 
to see additional benefits. 

• Biking and Walking: Improving bicycle and pedestrian facilities on'all fl1aj6r 
roads will help meet the inc;:reasing demands and safety needs for bikers-,and--walkers: < 
Trails can play an adi::litional role. 

• Smart Technology: Increased efficiencies of the existing system and f!leasures to:r~duce 
demand will continue to be importaiit parts of the transportation s61ufion. Fast c_harigfrig 
technology will require ever faste"' changirig ·policies and analysis. 

Next Steps 
What happens now? 

The County will use results from this Study to prepare for 
its long-term transportation needs. This may include further 
study of projects and policies . The County will also continue 
partn erships with othe r agencies and jurisdictions to further 
explore transportation options with a regional focus . 

WCTransportati on Fu tu res .org 



Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ronald Swaren <rswaren2002@yahoo.com> 
Tuesday, March 07, 2017 12:54 PM 
Council Clerk- Testimony 
April 26 public comment 

Subject; 1-5 Bridge replacement proposal from Washington Legislature 

Washington State Legislature would like to revive discussion of 1-5 Bridge Replacement. 

I think this would not be in Portland's interest because it would further contribute to traffic congestion through Portland. 

Ronald N. Swaren 
1543 SE Umatilla St. 
Portland, Oregon 97202 

1 

z.. 



Request of Ronald N. Swaren to address Council regarding 1-5 Bridge 
replacement proposal from Washington Legislature (Communication) 

Filed 
APR 18 2017 

-------

MARY HULL CABALLERO 
Audit r oft e City of Portland 

Deputy 

rAPR 2 6' 2017 
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