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During the months of January , February and March , 
1911 , this Department has handled the cases of 76 girls . Of 
these 8 were runaways ; 2 were insane and 1 was defective o We 
have found and carea for 13 sick girls and have furnished trans
portation for 5 girls to their homes , or to friends . our aim is 
always to provide family homes whenever possible , but during 
the quarter we found it necessary to send 13 girls to Institu
tions . 3 girls have been placed upon parole, and there are 78 

·on our "After Care" list . 

We have made 76 special investigations·and held 504 
personal interviews . 9 lodging houses were reported as harbor
ing girls , and we are considering the plan of givi ng the names 
and location of such places in our future reports . The keeping 
of lodging house registers has improved. There have been in
vestigated 15 pitfalls for girls . In the Municipal Court con
victions have been secured in almost every instance , but advan
tage has been taken by appeal , thereby doing great injustice to 
girl witnesses , as they are never able to furnish bonds , and our 
cases are thus long delayed. 

Other oreanizations co-operated with were 15 . ~e have 
furnished 177 meals and 20 nights' lodgings , and have written 
525 letters . Office expenses were tl96 . 66 . 

We are glad to report improved conditions in most of 
the small theatres , but there are large numbers of young girls 
still atter.ding alone the night performances . Until parents 
realize the danger we can do but l i ttle to cope with this con
dition , li.nless the curfew law is enforcedo We have had the 
largest number of serious cases during this quarter than of any 
since the establishment of this 2::epartment . 

Miss Della Reed has been appointed under Civil Service 
as office secretary , making three workers now in the Department o 
The office is open daily from 8 : 30 to 5 : 30 , and the noon hour is 
reserved for business girls o 
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II) some respects the year just closed has been the most difficult 
aiid trying s i nce the organi zat i on of the department . Vle have met the 
problems as well as we were able and are starting out upon the new year 
with renewed energy and a deeper interest in protective and preventive 
measures among young women . 7!e bel i eve if more time could be spent in 
efforts to remedy conditions that fewer girls would pass through this 
department . 

Of' one thin~ Portland should be especially proud and that is that 
there i s not a public dance hall now running . 

There have been reported 63 lodging houses which harbor young girls 
and women without question . We have investigated 32 of these places 
and in some instances ,where we could obtain sufficient evidence , have 
obtained conviction against them. We again call attention to the fact 
~f-~~e!3:y.lodging houses should be compel.Led to keep their registers 

During the year we have handled the cases of 411 new gi rls between 
the ages of 17 and 24 years; of these 120 were placed u:po:n the HAfter 
Care"list as needing further attention . 8 girls were placed up on 
parole whore the offenses were serious . 

We have sent to hospitals, Louise Home, House of the Good Shepherd , 
Salvation .Army Rescue Home, House of St . Elizabeth and the Florence 
Crittendon Refuge Home 101 persons . 

There were found sick 38 girls who were away from home or helpless 
and assistance given them wometimes with food or medical attention. 
Besides these we have handled the cases of 14 insane young women, the 
largest in the history of the department . We are deeply indebted to 
several of the physicie.ns v1ho are s recialists for their kindness in 
giving free medical attendance to our girls. 

Transportation has been furnished. to 15 where necessary to return 
girls to their homes. 1.7e have made 201 investiga. ti ons of special 
importance; ha ve sen t out 1250 letters and co - operated with all the 
local institutions and many outside the city and st&te .· 

. Fake newspaper advertisements which allure g·irls under t he guise 
of marriage or employment have been given much attention and several 
important cases have developed . Indictments have been secured against 



persons advertising objectionable medicines. We have received the 
heartiest support from the local newspapers in this branch of our work. 

Since the new Federal law age.inst the traffic in girls went into 
effect we have been especially busy and have assisted in the Federal 
and state Court cases . 

We have furnished 108 lodgings and 467 meals to girls out of em
ployment or temporarily out of money . The total incidental expense 
of the department for the year has been $684 . 91. 

It has been necessary to close the office in this department a 
portion of the day in order that the outside work might be done . It 
can readily be seen from the above report tha t ·0 two · persons are wholly 
ino.dequate for both the office and outside work. We respectfully 
request that we be given this year an office girl to receive telephone 
calls and keep the office open d.uring all the business hours. 

Respectful].,,y 

-~ 

or 
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Iuayor Simon, 

City Hall, 

Portland. Ore. 

Dear Sir;-

Portland, Oregon, 

July 11th, 1910. 

I herewith submit to you the report of the ·Municipal 

Department of Public Safety for Young 7omen for the period of 

six months, from January 1st to July 1st, 1910. 

As the protective work becomes known, we find that calls 

come in from so many sources that at times we are overwhelmed with 

work to such an extent that we are unable to care for it in the 

proper manner. 

We have endeavored this year to handle no cases which do 

not properly belong to this department but when a young woman 

comes to us for assistance which we might give, it seems hard to 

refuse unless we are sure we can direct her to a place where her 

need will be fully appreciated and met. 

There have come to us during the six months, the cases of 

230 girls of whom 156 have never been in any trouble before. �e 

now have on the nAfter Care" list 74 girls who need looking after 

in various ways. Among this class I believe we do our best work, 

but we have not been able to give them the needed time this year. 

The utter loneliness and helplessness of strange girls in a large 

city is sometimes pitiful and we believe first aid. to the tempted 

is fully as important as first aid to the injured. 

We have given 936 interviews and sent out over 600 lettevs 

The replies to some of these letters would make interesting human 

life stories. 

There have been furnished 167 meals ana. 33 night lodgings 

These not to beggars nor dissolute women but to girls out of em

ployment or temporarily embe,rrassed. There have been 26 sick girls 

taken from lodging houses and sent to hospitals or other places 

where they were properly cared for. The various physicians of the 

I . ~ 

' 



city have been most kind to us. 

Transportation has been furnished to 10 and many a home 

gladdened by the return of a daughter who had wandered out i nto 

the great world alone. 

36 girls have been sent to institutions and 3 placed upon 

parole. These are the girls who refuse to profit by after care and 

must be restrain.ed for their own good and that of other girls. 

The saddest ca.ses we handle are those of mental disease. 

There have been 9 cases of insanity during 6 months and 2 defectives. 

There have been located 17 runaway girls, nearly all of 

whom rebelled against parental authority. 

49 lodging houses have been reported for harboring young 

girls and we have done good work among landlords and proprietors 

whom we insist should be held responsible for these conditions. 

There have been 12 pitfalls for girls located and we have endeavored 

to deal with them. Among these have been the public dance halls, 

shooting galleries, grills which sell liquor to girls under 21 years 

of age and newspaper advertisements which are misleading. 

The office expenses for the 6 months were $342.39. 

As to the success of this department we leave the public 

to judge with the consciousness that we have been faithful to the 

best of our ability. The best of the work is that which never 

reaches the press nor the eye of the public but is hidden deep in 

human hearts which express their gratitude not in words. 

Our seas are not all smooth for sailing as can be im-

agimed. The currents are strong against us and we have met some 

difficulties which might seem to call for explanations, but have 

refrained, remembering the old saying, nyour friends do not need it 

and your enemies will not believe it." rle are grateful to you and. to 

all friends who have encouraged us and thereby assisted materially 

in the work of the department. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/ ~ ' ( lf!vfi.,J ,:z< & ~~ 
~ 

Municipal Department of Public Safety for 

Young 7vomen. 
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StHtisttcal ~el?ort f or. Six 11.ionths 

--· Januar1 ,lf1t to Ju.lz l et, l~lO. 

--
Runaway girls - - - - - - - • 17 
Siok » - - • - - - - - 26 
Insane " - - - - - - - - 9 
Defective" • - - - - • - - 2 
1! ew n - - - - - -16'6 
Received aftor care - - - - - 74 

Plaoed on parole - - - - - - - - - - - - a 
sent to institutions - - - - - - - - - • - • 36 
liurnished tranoi>ortation to - - - - - - ... - - lO 
Number of n:iea la .furnished to i la - - - - -luV 

n " lodg illgS " " ... - - - - - 35 
Investigritions made ill special cases - - - - 76 
Personal interviews µeld - - - - - - - - - - 936 
Lodging houses investigated - - - - - - - - 23 

rr " reported for harboring girls 49 
P1tfalla investigated - - - - - - - - - - - 12 
Organizations oo-operated with - - - - ~ - 25 
Letters written .... - - • - - - - 6Gv 
Office expeneee ... - - - - - - - - - ... $342 .. 39 

- - -230 
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January 26th, 1910. 

Honorable Joseph Simon, 

Mayor City of Portland, 

Portland, Oregon. 

Dear Sir: 

I herewith enclose a report of the work of the Department 

of Public Safety for Young Women for the year 1909. I am at 

work upon evidence with regard to the 5 cent dance halls and will 

be ready to submit the same soon. 

I wish to thank you for the hearty sympathy and support which 

you have accorded this department since the beginning of your ad-

ministration. It means a great deal to have the approval of 

the Mayor of the oity,as Portland was the first city in the United 

States to inaugurate special protective work for girls. Like all 

new movements it is dependent upon the support of those who know 

and understand what we are trying to do. We believe that 

the welfare of the nation depends upon the future wives and mothers, 

and that no civic measure tending to protect them should fail for 

lack of support. 
Very sincerely yours, 

~o-~a~PubltS~~ 
Women. a1

1
~ 

LGBjWPC 



Women's Auxiliary Police Department 
Department of Public Safety 

for Young Women. 

AmlUAL REPORT FOR 1909 --
Office expenses (salaries not included) - - - - - - - - - - $668.96 
No. of meals given - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 861 
" n lodgings" - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 323 
" " investigations made - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 732 
Pitfalls (where girls are allured for immoral purposes)- - - - 126 
Lodging houses investigated - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 70 
Interviews held with girla,parents or those interested - - - - 1913 
Letters sent out to " " 11 

" " - - - - 1465 
Girls paaoed on "After-care" list (futher attention needed)- - 295 
New girls to which aid or counsel has been given - - - - - - - 460 
Siok girls assisted - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - 111 
Physicians called (number of times) - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - 21 
Ambulance " " " - - - - - - - - - - - - - 9 
Transportation furnished to -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 34 
Sent to institutions and hospitals - - - - - - - - - - 40 
Placed on parole - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 26 
Discharged or transferred to others from parole - - - 18 

Respectfully submitted, 

Supt.Municipal Dept.Public Safety for 
Young Women. 



I enclose the f ollowi ng ei6ht months report for 
the year 1909 , as 1)r Ol)a bl y you have no t received a 
previ ous tabul at ed r eport . 

Report fr om Janua r y to Septemb er ,1909 . 

Office exnenses (sa laries not i ncluded } - - - -
!iea ls f ur 1) ished to unemployed or ne edy c:; irls -
Lo dginga 11 

" " . , " " 

I nves t i ga t i ons ma de - - - - - - - - - -
Pitfa lls i nves t i 5ated - - -

'ji42l o22 
533 
266 
464 
108 

Lo dgi nt,; houses" - - - - - - -
Gensral i nterviews - - - - - -
Let t ers wr i t t en - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
New b irl s (never befo r e lis ted) - ~ - - - - - -
Placed on after-care l ist - - - - - - - - - - -
Sick girls ca re d fo r - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Phys icians call ed ( t i mes) - - - - - - -Ambulance 11 __ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ 

Transporta tion f ur nished to - - - - - - - - ~ -
Other organi zations wor k ed wi th (t i me s ) - - - -
Telegr~ms sent - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Grils on parole - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Sent to va rious i ns ti tut ions - - - - - - - - - -

55 
1301 
1095 

350 
200 

81 
14 

6 
28 

200 
7 

16 
24 



Portland, Oregon, July 1st, 1909. 

Dear Sir:-

We herewith submit a six months report of the Women's 

Auxiliary to the Police Department which is the department 

of public safety for young vomen. The protective work for 

girls has been in operation for nearly five years in Portland 

but only during the past eighteen months has it been a munic

ipal department and under Civil Service. Until June 1909 

the work was authorized by a city ordinance but at the last 

election the city charter was amended by a large majority 

vote so that now the Women's Auxiliary is a permanent ana 

regular part of police protection. 

During the period of five years the work has passed 

beyohd the experimental stage and it has been demonstrated 

that preventive measures are better than corrective, espec

ially in dealing with young women. Several cities have 

adopted the plan inaugurated by Portumd, - Seattle and 

Tacoma might especially be mentioned . 

This department does not aim to use any crusa~e methods 

nor to regulate the whole city of Portland, but it does stand for 

making the path safe for the feet of the girl who desires to 

lead a clean, honest,useful life and to this end we investigate 

pitfalls, employment offices, lodging houses, restaurants where 

liquor is sold, and places of public amusement. 
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During the past two months we have thoroughly investigated 

the so called massage parlors, finding there were thirty such 

places operating under city licenses and our investigation 

proved that twenty-six o! the thirty were either houses of as-

11ignation or places of very shady repute. We obtained convic

tions and closed many of these pitfalls and were instrumental 

in having a new ordinance passed which will regulate such 

places, as we have pooof that some of these were alluring innocent 

girls. 

We are also interested in a list of twenty-six Frenchmen 

supposed to be "macques 11 as fourteen of these men have no 

other employment. We have sent out a general notice to 

eighteen garages warning drivers about taking young girls 

out in their machines late at night unchaperoned. 

We have signed 15 complaints and attended to the prosecu

tion of each. Sent two men to the penitentiary, and one to 

the rock :pile. Assisted the U.S.I:mmigration Bureau with re

gard to 2 alien women, one a mother with two .children, and have 

been instrumental in having the authorities in Japan care for 
th 

these women upon/eir arrival. 

Have had four marriages. 

The girls upon the "after care" list are those whose cases 

cannot be disposed of for various reasons. The heaviest part 

of our work comes from the girls who need attention termed 

"after care". The term "new girls" means those who have 

never come in touch wi·th the department before.. No girl is 

ever counted twice. No money is ever given from this office. 

If a girl is out of employment and destitute and we cannot 

find any friends or relatives upon whom she can rely, we furnish 



-3 

her lodgings and meals to tide her over the emergency and 

she is encouraged when she gets employment to return the a-

mount that we have advanced . 

The following is a tabulated r eport f'or the first six 

months ..w-orlt of 1909: 

New Girls - - - - - - - - - - 273 
Girls on "After Care" list- - 134 
Sick girls - - - - - - - - - - 53 
Lodgings furnished - - - 244 
Meals " - - - - - - 44,2 
Transportation furnished to - 24 
Girls on parole - - - - - - - - 12 
Physician called, times - - - 9 
Ambulance " n - - - - 5 
Telegrams - - - - - - - - - -4 
Imvestigations made - - - - - 34.9 
Interviews - - - - - - - - 989 
Other organizations worked 

with 136 
Pi tfalle investigated 5,5 
Lodging houses" - - - 45 
Office expenses - - - - $ 303.33 not including salaries. 

Respectfully submitted, 
/ 

-/Jd~ 
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